
The hot hatch market has come alive again in 
recent years. Now Seat has launched another car 

into the segment with its powerful new Leon Cupra R

I
t was hard to miss the row of yellow cars, 
all parked up for journalists to test. It 
was also hard to miss them as they drove 
the roads around Rockingham race 
circuit, being put through their paces 

to establish their place in the pantheon 
of British motoring. Yet despite being 
glaringly obvious, the Seat Leon Cupra R 
was certainly more than just a paint job. 

Over the last few years, the UK has been 
inundated with a number of performance 
hatches based on the larger family platforms, 
such as the Ford Focus RS and Renault Sport 
Megane 250. They have ferocious engines 
beneath the bonnets, and a few other tricks under 
the bodywork, as well as more detailed looks and 
sport-like interiors. The Cupra R range was first 
introduced by Seat on their Ibiza, but now the 
Spanish company have decided to throw their hat 
into the ring, and compete on the bigger stage.

Yet the newest version of the Leon does 
have one distinct advantage. While adding a 
sporty and menacing look with new front and 

rear bumpers, including an attractive gloss black 
rear splitter, they’ve made this a five-door car. 
Lost amongst the angled lines and 19-inch alloys 
is a small indent next to the rear door windows, 

where the handles are cleverly hidden, meaning 
they take nothing away from the looks. 

The heart of the machine is a 2.0-litre 
turbocharged petrol engine, capable of producing 

260ps and 350nm of torque. This power is evident 
as soon as you push down on the accelerator, 
as it will launch the car well from a standing 
start, and up to 62mph in just 6.2-seconds. 
The torque is immense, and there is almost 
no need for the first gear in the six-speed 
gearbox – you’re simply not in it long enough 

before shifting to second. The car pulls well 
all the way up to fifth gear, yet afterwards the 

power seems stunted. Fifth and sixth are great for 
cruising on a motorway, but if you are constantly 
braking slightly and speeding up again, you’ll 
need to keep dropping down to fourth to get any 
meaningful pull. The gearbox itself is a joy to use, 
while the throw has been optimised to help with 
faster gear changing, if you like that sort of thing. 

As a well known movie quote states, with 
great power comes great responsibility. Seat have 
given the Cupra R the power, and have also been 

motoring
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